Ainger and Woodley would be bored by coming

to tea with you ?

LAURA : 1 am not a child, Frank.

SIMMONS : You are being extremely childish and

absurd.

LAURA : Oh, very well. Frank, why can't you

behave normally and unaffectedly towards
them? Why carry the class-room attitude into
your ordinary existence? Even in the holidays
I have noticed it. Among other people ; that
domineering, self-conscious attitude of the
pedagogue that hangs around you like a halo.

SIMMONS : Well, when you have quite done pull-
ing me to pieces will you tell me what all this
means ?

LAURA : Oh, it is useless for me to talk, I know.
But it seems to me so wrong, so unnecessarily
wrong, that there should be such a barrier be-
tween you, A little common humanity is all that
is needed. * . .

SIMMONS : Are  you   proposing to play Blind
Man's Buff with them, or Postman's Knock ?
LAURA : I am sorry. 1 was a fool to talk to you,
to expect you to understand. God, if I had known
it would be like this...
SIMMONS : What then ?

LAURA ; I would never have come here. Never
ha\e married you. You only married me be-
cause you wanted someone to play the staff-lady,
because a housemaster Is expected to be a mar-
ried man and his wife to enhance his petty little
dignity.
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